January 2018
Top Awards
Many congratulations to the
following young people who
have gained the top awards in their Section. What a
wonderful achievement!
Cubs The Chief Scout’s Silver Award Ryan Gardiner,
Christopher Joyce, Oscar McNally, Lucy McPake,
Aaron Mir, Harris Rogerson and Benji Smith
Explorers & Scout Network
Queen’s Scout Award Kyle MacMillan, Gavin
McKenzie, Max Quinn, Fiona Park, Hannah Waugh,
David McWilliam and Jade Hillan.
Gold Duke of Edinburgh’s Award Daniel Grant
Our Scout Group was very well represented at the
Region’s Annual Award presentation held in Glasgow in
November with 24 of the Explorers eligible to receive
awards this year. In fact we’d such a large turn out, that
we were asked to nominate one of our young people to
make the vote of thanks at the end of the evening;
Kenny Jack spoke superbly and was a credit to the Unit.

Many congratulations to them all. Here’s to another year
of great adventure and achievement!

News from the Sections…

It’s a year since we opened our third Colony
and difficult to imagine life without our
Thursday Beavers! All the Colonies have had a very
busy Autumn term and the Beavers have been working
hard towards lots of activity badges. They have been
practising their photography skills, giving a helping hand
at the Horticulture Centre at Castlebank Park,
experimenting and investigating as young scientists,
finding out how to look after animals with help from ‘Pets
at Home’, celebrating Hallowe’en and learning life-saving
first aid skills. Colony C also started the term off with a
night away at Stanemuir. They did sleep a little and
enjoyed the outdoor activities a lot!

The first part of last term saw the Cubs
completing their Outdoor Challenge.
Ballistas were built, fires and trangias were lit, and a
two-course meal was cooked, served and enjoyed!
They also worked for their Environmental
Conservation award and enjoyed visits from Paul (one
of our Cub’s dad) who works for Scottish Water and
Kate, from the Whitelees Wind farm. The Cubs learnt
lots about renewal energy and the need to recycle as
much of our waste as possible. After the October
break the Cubs started the ‘Our Skills’ challenge
award and had a great evening learning to play old
fashioned playground games. The Packs thoroughly
enjoyed their visit to the Lanark Pantomime and
finished the term with an evening of Christmas crafts.
A huge thank you to the Scout Troops
(and leaders!) for all their efforts tidying
up the hall. The Scouts have been working for their
‘Skills’ Challenge award and put their newly learned
skills into practice making repairs to our headquarters.
Other skills acquired included plumbing, resetting
RCDs and electrical safety. They have spent several
meetings learning about electronics and built a buzzer
game for Christmas. Well done Scouts!
Also this term the Scouts have worked for their
second level Navigation badge which involved an
exciting treasure hunt around Lanark. Both Troops
joined the Cubs Packs at the Memorial Hall for the
Lanark Panto Clubs annual festive performance.
The Explorers got the Autumn term
off to a great start with a weekend
camp at Great Tower Scout site on the edge of
Windermere. They had great fun climbing, abseiling,
building rafts - and testing them out in the chilly
waters! During the evening meetings this term they
practiced their pioneering skills in preparation for
selection camps for this year’s Blair Atholl Jamborette
(congratulations to all those successful!), had a very
enjoyable and messy Hallowe’en party, debated
personal values by holding a Court Case (their
judgements and opinions were very thoughtful &
challenging) and rounded off the term with a
Christmas dinner at the Clydesdale Inn.
We would like to congratulate Kaye
Sidney on her successful selection
to join the UK Scout National expedition to the
Peruvian Amazon! She’ll be with Scout Ambassador
Ed Stafford and Scout Network members from across
the UK for the five week trip in 2020 to the Peruvian
Amazon. We are very proud of her achievement and
excited to follow her progress with preparation and
training.
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